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Economic & Commercial Commission  

Teleconference Meeting Minutes – August 10, 2020 
 

 

 

Members Present     Staff  Present 

Jay Walsh      Kimberly Clarke, Community Dev. Director 

Dennis Reidy      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary  

Richard Osty       

Dino Sanfilippo       

Chris Shoemaker     Guests Present 

Brian Potter      Robert Barker, Owner of J.W. Hollstein’s 

Christine Obbagy      

Dave Spedale 

 

 

Acting Chairman Sanfilippo called the August 10, 2020 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to 

order at 6:30 p.m. Dino took a roll call and reviewed the remote meeting protocol with all in attendance. 

There was a motion made by Richard Osty, seconded by Christine Obbagy, to approve the minutes from 

the July 13, 2020 ECC meeting; motion carried. There was a motion made by Christine Obbagy, seconded 

by Brian Potter, to approve the minutes for tonight’s meeting; motion carried. 

 

Chairman’s Report – None 

 

New Business/Old Business – 
 

Hollstein’s Saloon Façade Grant: 

Kimberly stated that the current owner has been operating the business since 2012. The outdoor patio fence 

is in need of repair. The business owner is looking to replace the fence in its entirety. The sole purpose of 

the fence is to enclose the patio, making it eligible for the Façade Grant because of the outdoor dining 

element. 

This property has not previously participated in the grant program. Two proposals were furnished. Kimberly 

stated that the difference in price was that the J.P. Custom Carpentry proposal included painting the fence. 

The owner has chosen to work with them, as they have done other extensive work at the existing location. 

Kimberly stated that they think it’s a good use of the grant money, as they are trying to encourage outdoor 

dining more than ever right now. She stated to the owner that there might be future opportunities to expand 

the patio. Since they’re not maximizing the grant to its fullest, they can reapply for additional monies.  

Robert Barker was on the line and offered to answer any questions the commissioners might have; there 

were none. Dino asked the commissioners if there were any comments. Jay asked Kimberly if there will be 

any restrictions if they reapply; will they have to wait the three years? Kimberly stated that it is her 

understanding that because they are not maxing out on the amount available, they do not have to wait three 

years. 

The documents provided prior to the meeting state that the applicant is requesting a grant in the amount of 

$10,900 (50% of the $21,800 proposal). Dino requested a motion to recommend to the Village Board 

approval of the Oak Park Avenue grant for Robert Barker of J.W. Hollsteins. A motion was made by 

Christine Obbagy and seconded by Chris Shoemaker; motion carried. The grant request will go before the 

Village Board for approval on August 18th.  

 
Staff Report –  

Kimberly had a few updates that Priscilla wanted to update the team on.  
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Item #1: A RFP went out for the 80th Avenue Metra Station; there has been significant interest by various 

businesses. 

Item #2: Another webinar is scheduled for August 26th at 8:00 a.m. It will be hosted by the village but 

presented by Porte Brown, an accountant. Items to be discussed will be PPP loan forgiveness, and the 

CARES Act. The webinars are a way to reach out to the business community, offer an opportunity for 

education and to be available to answer any questions. 

Also, there’s been a lot of people reaching out to the Community Development Department looking for 

land to develop. Some properties along Oak Park Avenue have been getting interest, possibly because 

they’re seeing further development of South Street. The Boulevard is moving along; they expect to start on 

Phase 2 once Phase 1 is complete as of its target date of December 2021. There have been talks with 

interested tenants looking to occupy the first floor commercial spaces.  

Jay asked for an update on 159th & Harlem. Kimberly stated that some leases are coming up. Landlords are 

unsure if some are going to renew. The Brown’s Chicken owner is looking for a new tenant. The Village 

Board had their TIF hearing for the 159th & Harlem area last week. This can be the economic tool that they 

use with Brixmor negotiations. Priscilla has been meeting with dealerships and working on finding more 

available space for vehicles. Bandanas is still going forward; their opening date has been pushed back to 

close to November. The village is in talks with Pete’s Fresh Market and their plans to utilize Kmart for a 

warehouse and open a grocery store in another area in the parking lot. 

 

Comments from the Public – None 

 

There was a motion made by Jay Walsh and seconded by Christine Obbagy, to adjourn the meeting. Vote 

by voice call. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 


